Rhetorical Analysis : Comparison of Philosophers


	Question
	Plato Phaedo
	Plato “Allegory of the Cave”
	Aristotle “The Art of Rhetoric”
	Cicero “Duties of the Individual to the State”
	Machiavelli from The Prince

	Speaker?  Who is he?  What are his credentials for this subject? ETHOS?
	
	
	
	
	

	Subject?  What is the topic?
	
	
	
	
	

	Audience?  Who is in a position to make a difference?
	
	
	
	
	

	Exigence? What has motivated the author to write?
	
	
	
	
	

	Purpose? What is the intended effect on the audience?
	
	
	
	
	

	Occasion?  What is the time, place, and event?
	
	
	
	
	

	Assertion or thesis?  What is his major point?
	
	
	
	
	

	Question
	Plato Phaedo
	Plato “Allegory of the Cave”
	Aristotle “The Art of Rhetoric”
	Cicero “Duties of the Individual to the State”
	Machiavelli from The Prince

	Claims?  What points lead to his major assertion?
	
	
	
	
	

	Ethos? What is the author’s credibility? What shared values, beliefs, ethics? Evidence?
	
	
	
	
	

	Pathos?  What emotions do his words evoke?  Evidence?
	
	
	
	
	

	Logos?  What logical appeals does he use?  Fact, statistics, cause/effect?
	
	
	
	
	

	Significant Quotations?  Short phrases embedded into your own commentary are more effective than copying full sentences.
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